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City Of Owasso, Oklahoma 

Ordinance 902 

An ordinance relating to part 10, offenses and crimes, chapter  8,  alarms, of the code of ordinances of 

the city of Owasso, Oklahoma, amending same by creating chapter 8 entitled “alarms” and establishing 

procedures for the  registration of a police alarm and the responsibilities imposed upon an alarm owner, 

and by repealing sections 10-312 (13) and (14). 

This ordinance amends part 10 of the city of the Owasso code of ordinances by creating section 8, 

alarms, and repealing sections 10-312 (13) and (14). 

Be it ordained by the council of the city of Owasso, Oklahoma, that, to-wit: 

 SECTION ONE (1):     Part 10, Offenses and Crimes, Chapter 8, Alarms, of the Code of Ordinances of the 

City of Owasso, Oklahoma, shall be amended by providing and codifying as follows: 

Section Two (2): 

Section 10-801_    Legislative Intent 

The purpose of this chapter is to reduce the frequency of false alarms and to provide the Police 

Department with alarm provider contact information by establishing standards and controls for various 

types of alarm devices. 

Section Three (3): 

Section 10-802      Definitions 

The following terms used in this chapter have the following meanings unless the context clearly 

indicates otherwise: 

"Alarm" means any activation of a police alarm device. 

"Alarm business" or "alarm provider" means a person or company in the business of installing, servicing, 

or monitoring police alarm devices at remote alarm sites owned by other persons. 

"Audible alarm" means any police alarm device designed to produce an audible signal at the property 

where it is installed. 

“Cancellation” means a cancellation signal is received indicating a valid user has disarmed the alarm 

and/or a voice verification has been received by the alarm provider. 

“False alarm” means any alarm police respond to that is not triggered by criminal or suspicious activity.  

Alarms triggered by weather, faulty equipment, human error, animals, etc. are all considered to be false 

alarms for the purposes of this section. 



"Police alarm device" means any device that is designed or used to signal the occurrence of a burglary, 

robbery, or other criminal offense. This term does not include an alarm affixed to an automobile. 

Section Four (4): 

Section 10-803      Alarm Registration Required  

(a) No alarm provider or monitoring service shall operate an alarm business or provide alarm service of 

any type within the City without first registering the business with the Owasso Police Department on 

forms provided by the Police Department.  This section shall be applicable to alarm services and 

monitoring services providing services to residents and businesses within the City, regardless of where 

the alarm or monitoring service is located.   Upon registration, the alarm provider or service will be 

issued a registration number.  Failure of an alarm provider or service to register with the Police 

Department as required under this section and obtain a registration number, or otherwise to be in 

compliance with the requirements of this section, will result in a non-response by the Police Department 

to alarms from that provider until such time as proof of the provider’s compliance is provided to the 

Chief of Police.  However, the Police Department will respond to the types of alarms set forth in Section 

10-804(A) regardless of the alarm provider’s compliance with this section.  Such alarm providers shall be 

required to register with the Owasso Police Department, and failure to do so may result in the 

imposition of a fine upon the alarm provider, regardless of whether or not a non-response by the Police 

Department is allowed under this section. 

 (b)   No fee shall be charged for any registration issued under this chapter. 

Section Five (5): 

Section 10-804      Response To Business Burglar Alarms 

In order for a police response to occur, alarm providers must be in compliance with all applicable 

municipal ordinances and codes, and must agree and adhere to established Police Department policy. If 

a company is not in compliance with said codes or policy the Police Department will suspend response 

to any alarms from such provider until such time they provide proof to the Chief of Police that they are 

in compliance. Officers will only respond to business burglar alarms if one of the following conditions 

exists. 

(a) An alarm has already been verified as being the likely result of criminal activity through independent 

means such as third party response, witness verification, listening devices, video monitoring, or multiple 

alarms at the same location during a single incident (i.e., exterior breach alarm followed by an interior 

motion alarm). 

(b)  The central monitoring station or office of the alarm provider has attempted to verify the alarm by 

contacting the alarm user or a representative of the business by making a minimum of two separate 

telephone calls to numbers provided by the business prior to contacting Owasso Police 

Communications.  Alarm providers must be willing to confirm that multiple verification has been 



attempted and be willing to provide names and telephone information  to Communications if so 

requested; and 

(c)  The alarm provider has not received a cancellation from the site of the alarm.  If a cancellation is 

received, no police dispatch will be requested.  In the event that police have been requested and then a 

cancellation is received within five (5) minutes of the original alarm, the alarm provider will notify police 

dispatch to cancel the officer response. 

(d)  Any other events or circumstances that indicate a response may be needed as determined by the 

Police Department.  

Regardless of verification, police will respond to: 

1.  Any facility classified as a financial or government institution. 

2.  Drug facilities (pharmacy, medical facilities). 

3.  Weapons facilities, such as gun shops or armories. 

4. Facilities known to store chemicals that could be used for explosives or drug manufacturing.  Alarm 

companies are required to notify the Department in writing if a facility contains said chemicals or 

explosives. 

5. Facilities that contain explosives. 

Section Six (6):   

Section 10-805      Response To Residential Burglar Alarms 

Officers will only respond to residential burglar alarms if they meet the same criteria as established 

under Response to Business Burglar Alarms. 

(a)  Alarm providers must be registered with the Owasso Police Department as required by municipal 

ordinance.  Upon registration the alarm provider will receive a registration number. Failure to register 

will result in non-response to alarms by police.   

(b)  Alarm providers must call police Communications and cancel a police response if they receive a 

cancellation after a police response has already been requested. 

(c)  Officers will respond on all residential panic alarms that are manually activated by a person in order 

to ascertain the problem. 

 Section Seven (7): 

Section 10-806      Length Of Audible Signal 

It shall constitute a noise violation and therefore be unlawful to operate a police alarm which fails to 

automatically terminate the alarm’s audible signal within ten minutes from the time it is activated.  



Operation of an alarm that does not automatically terminate the audible signal within ten minutes shall 

also be a violation of this chapter and shall be subject to penalties as provided within the Police 

Department’s alarm procedures policy. 

 

  

 

SECTION EIGHT (8): 

 

SECTION 10-807      RESPONSIBLITIES OF POLICE ALARM OWNER 

 

No police alarm owner or user shall fail to: 

 

(a) Inspect, maintain, and repair a police alarm device to insure its proper operation. 

 

(b) Educate and train all employees and other persons who may in the course of their activities be in a 

position to accidentally activate a police alarm device. 

 

(c) Assure that a responsible person responds to every activation of a police alarm device within twenty 

minutes after being requested to respond by the City’s police communications center. 

 

  

 

SECTION NINE (9): 

 

SECTION 10-808      RIGHT OF INSPECTION 

 



The Chief of Police, or his or her designee, may inspect any police alarm device in the presence of the 

property owner, following notification to the property owner no less than twenty-four (24) hours prior 

to the inspection, to determine whether the alarm device is being used in conformity with the provisions 

of this chapter. 

 

SECTION TEN (10): 

 

SECTION 10-809      PENALTIES 

 

(a)  After responding to three or more false alarms at the same location, either residential or business, in 

a twelve (12) month period, the Police Department will suspend response to alarms at that location until 

such time that the alarm provider has provided evidence to the Chief of Police that the circumstances 

causing such false alarms have been identified and rectified 

 

(b)  A fine will be imposed upon the alarm user the fourth time a false alarm is received at a location 

within a twelve (12) month period, and a greater fine will be imposed upon the alarm user the fifth time 

a false alarm is received from a location within a twelve (12) month period.  A larger fine shall be 

imposed upon the alarm user on the sixth occasion that a false alarm is received from a location within 

the twelve (12) month period. The alarm user shall have the maximum fine imposed for each 

subsequent fine which occurs within a twelve (12) month period. 

 

(c)  The alarm user’s license shall again be suspended if a false alarm occurs at the same location within 

ninety (90) days of a suspension and subsequent reinstatement of alarm response by the Police 

Department.  Such suspension shall terminate when evidence is provided to the Chief of Police 

establishing that the circumstances causing such false alarms have been identified and rectified. 

 

(d)  The schedule of fines to be imposed upon an alarm user for false alarm occurrences shall be 

determined by the Chief of Police. 

 

  

 



SECTION ELEVEN (11): 

 

REPEAL OF SECTION 10-312(13) AND SECTION 10-312(14) 

 

Section 10-312 (13) and (14) are hereby repealed because the subject matter within those sections is 

addressed in Part 10, Chapter 8 as set forth above.  The sections to be repealed conflict with the 

provisions of  Chapter  8 and must be eliminated from the Code of Ordinances upon adoption of the 

sections of Chapter 8 set forth above. 

 

The sections to be repealed read as follows: 

 

SECTION 10-312       NOISES 

 

It is unlawful for any person to create any loud or unnecessary noises of such character, intensity or 

duration as to be detrimental, or disturbing to the peace or disturbing to the peace, lives or health of 

any individual.  The following acts, among others, are determined to be loud, disturbing or unnecessary 

noises in violation of this section, which enumerations shall not be deemed to be exclusive, namely: 

 

  

 

SECTION TWELVE (12): REPEALER 

 

  

 

All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict with this amended ordinance are hereby repealed to 

the extent of the conflict only. 

 

  



 

SECTION THIRTEEN (13): SEVERABILITY 

 

  

 

If any part or parts of this ordinance are deemed unconstitutional, invalid or ineffective, the remaining 

portion shall not be affected but shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

  

 

SECTION FOURTEEN (14): DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

            

 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective thirty (30) days from the date of final passage as 

provided by state law. 

 

SECTION FIFTEEN (15):  CODIFICATION 

 

  

 

The City of Owasso Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by creating Chapter 8 entitled “Alarms” to be 

codified in Part  10, Chapter  8, as sections 10-801 through 10-807.  The Code is also amended by the 

repeal of sections 10-312 (13) and (14) of Part 10, Chapter 3. 


